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On the Trail of

@BIN

By the 16th Century, plays and song sheets had established
Sherwood Forest as the home of Robin Hood. Today the forest
and ifs secret glades are important to us as one of the few
remaining tracts of medieval weoodland left in Britain.

“The Trip toJerusalem” public house,
one of the oldest alehouses in Nottingham,

takes its name from the time when pilgrims would gather in the
town prior to walking to the Holy Land. Medieval banquets are

held at “Sheriff's Lodge”, telephone: 0115 924 0088,
Protected as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, Sherwood Forest

plays host to rare colonies of spider and beetle as well as fungi .
and lichen.

An important crossing point, it was seen as a significant
stronghold by the Normans and worthy of an impressive stone
castle. ng John was a regular visitor and it was here that he
died in 1216. The remains of the
fortifications are enclosed by pleasant
parkland. Tel: 01636 67896%.
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Thie Major Oak, a giant example of an English oak tree, is the
centrepiece of the forest. With a girth of 33.feet (10 metres), the
tree has, for hundreds of years been the reputed hideout of Robin
Hood. To gain an impression of the “lost in time” nature of this
wild wood, follow one of the way
marked trails from the Visitor Centre;
An exhibition gives a colourful
impression of life in medieval
Sherwood. For further details on
Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre &
Country Park see the information

RETFORD @
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Creswell

Kingshaugh is a manor house dating
Crags—» @

from the middle ages. Built on a Saxon
site, the dwelling was fortified by King
John. Adjacent to the Worksop to
Lincoln road, Kingshaugh possibly
controlled a considerable area of north Nottinghamshire. Group

To Sheffield Sherwood

panel below. 1 Forest visits fo this interesting building can be booked by telephoning:
" | Visitor 01777 871870.
¢ Centre

Cznﬁ'e St. Mary's is said to be the “church in the forest” where A
Robin married Marian. To check opening times of the church,

telephone: 01623 899430,

Creswell Crags, an impressive lirfiestone gorge on the border
with Derbyshire has a series of caves, one of which bears the
name Robin Hood: It was to here that Edward Il was said to
have pursued Robin Hood after first imprisoning
several peasant families in the dungeons of his
Palace at Clipstone. The King was outwitted
and outlaws released the hostages. Today,
Creswell Crags enjoys'world wide fame as an
archaeologically important site excavated for
Stone Age remains. Forinformation on Creswell
Crags telephone: 01909 720378,

“The World of Robin Hood", a themed attraction with replica .~
medieval village is situated at Haughton, 6 miles from ;
Edwinstowe, for further information telephone: 01623 860210

Laxton village, 7 miles east of Sherwood is unique in maintaining
a Saxon open field system of agriculture. Farmers rotate their
planting cycle and jurisdiction is maintained by a Court Leet. A
small visitor centre (open during licensing hours) :
" has been established at the Dovecote public house. 2 - 3 For the more energetic visitor, The Robin
A self guided trail takes visitors around the village, F Hood Way is a way marked footpath which
fields and the motte and bailey castle mound. The links many of the Nottinghamshire sites
summer is greeted at sunrise each May Day by associated with the legendary hero. Starting
morris dancers at Laxton Castle. from the Castle Gate FHouse in the city it
weaves through splendid countryside to reach
its destination in Sherwood Forest. Over 100
"miles long, the route is readily broken into easy
stages. A comprehensive guide is available
from Nottinghamshire County Council, Rights
of Way Section tel: 0115 982 3893.

Blidworth churchyard, south of Mansfield is the
last resting place of Robin’s loyal companion, Will
Scarlet. He appears in later stories and ballads. One of Robin
Hood’s earliest recruits to the outlaw band is Little John, a man
of immense stature. His grave is fo be found in Hathersage
churchyard in Derbyshire.

p

I:obin Hood Hills

®
OXTON

The Curtal Friar or Friar Tuck was reporfed to be 'a renowned
fighter in a ballad dating from 1475. He challenged Robin
Hood to a trial of strength in Fountaindale, north of
Ravenshead. Here, a stream flows out of Harlow Wood,
through which, it is said, Robin Hood was forced to carry the Foraster's Grove, Papplewick
rotund Friar.

LIFE i1 MEDIEVAL
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

P
o
-
-

Sherwood Forest in medieval times extended down to the I To Negiigham Robin Hood Hill

boundary dyke of the Norman town of Noftingham. Papplewick ; At the time of the Norman invasion in 1066, Nottinghamshire

was an administrative centre for the forest. The original 12th S F ™ was part of the Saxon kingdom of Mercia. For the previous two
2y m y centuries this frontier land had been increasinely under attack by

Centurv church of St..lames. is. we are told, the site of the

The town of Newark stands on the east bank of the River Trent.
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